turnover either in normal or pathological states. This being the case, it is not surprising to find yet another symposium on this subject in which many of the principal workers in the field participated. This volume contains very useful chapters by Bauer and Heaney on the interpretation of kinetic data, some more controversial contributions by Lafferty and Pearson on the same subject and then some reasonably straightforward work on various aspects of osteoporosis, osteomalacia and Paget's disease. It is an attractive volume, excellently edited by Pearson and Joplin, but not to be accepted uncritically by clinicians or scientists. On the other hand, anyone desiring a quick introduction to some of the unsolved problems of metabolic bone disease would be well advised to read these papers. Heinemann 1964 This is a book which should be read by all professionally interested in this subject. In the foreword, Professor Donald Court points out that 'as society becomes more articulate we become more aware of the obstacles to effective communication and of the social handicap they impose.'
There are excellent chapters on such subjects as Normal Development and Background to Communication; Differential Diagnosis of Backwardness and Speech; General Principles of Treatment. There is an excellent chapter on Tlhe Non-Communicating Child, which is subdivided under the four headings of The Autistic Child, Communication with the Autistic Child, Elective Mutism and The. Education of Non-Communicating Children, each of these subjects being separately dealt with by an expert.
There are many helpful references to literature throughout the book, and the illustrations are of a high standard.
H BEVAN JONES Preventive Medicine and Public Health by Fred Grundy MD MRCP DPH 5th ed pp viii+368 illustrated £1 15s London: H K Lewis 1964 The publication of a fifth edition, and that within the short period of four years since the last one, is ample testimony to the fact that this textbook has a well-established place in the field of social and preventive medicine. The new chapters on occupational health and epidemiological and medical problems niake the total subjects dealt with in this edition even more comprehensive. One would like to see the principles underlying the control of an outbreak of smallpox discussed in the same detail as the prevention of diphtheria and poliomyelitis. It is one of the few textbooks which maintains adequate concern for the content of the subject of public health while showing due appreciation of method. In fact its distinguishing merit is a wellplanned presentation of facts together with thought-provoking discussion of principles. Take the sentence (page 218) 'philosophically speaking, causality is a limiting case of association or contingency'. On reading this, one is tempted as an aside to ruminate on the numberofpractitioners for whom this book is a most worthy introduction who could give the antonym of 'contingency' as 'necessity'! The erudite manner in which the various subjects are discussed makes it a profitable pleasure to read this book.
Perhaps inevitably the odd typographical errors creep in; e.g. on page 251 ' Finally, the author modestly claims that his intention is to meet the need for a readable introduction to this specialty. It can be stated with assurance that this end has been achieved. The author may be congratulated on making a study of a group of cases which form a large and increasing part of hospital practice. It is based on a series of 720 cases treated over a ten-year period at Ashford Hospital and on a review of much more recently published material. The book gives a full account of the anatomy and physiology of the cerebral circulation and of the pathology of infarction, including the illunderstood subject of atheromatous cerebral infarction. There is a good evaluation of the available methods of special investigation and the clinical aspects of the subject are fully discussed.
Approximately half of the book is concerned with treatment, including the results of trials undertaken by the author. The use of anticoagulants occupies a chapter and his conclusions are that this treatment is only appropriate in about one in ten cases. These include cases of cerebral embolism with incomplete neurological defect, especially with auricular fibrillation and mitral stenosis and normotensive patients with progressive atheromatous cerebral infarction. There is a good practical section on the management and rehabilitation of the patient.
The book may be criticized for a certain repetition and some diffuseness of style. It is, however, a comprehensive review of present knowledge of this important subject. A number of books on intrsexuality have been published in recent years, and some of them have given superb and extensive accounts of its clinical aspects. The special value of the present volume is that it covers the comparative aspects and its editors are to be congratulated, not only on the selection of contributors but on the general plan of the book. The introduction, by Marshall, is a very entertaining brief account of the early history of the subject and is followed by what is virtually a monograph on chromosomes and their deviations in the sex of vertebrates by Beatty. Intersexuality in fishes, by Atz, which follows, is heavy going; the subject is complicated and essentially one for the expert. Intersexuality in amphibians, by Foote, is shorter and perhaps rather easier to comprehend while the next jhapter, on reptiles by Forbes, occupies a mere 12 pages, reflecting the less intensive study of this Order. Intersexuality in birds, by Taber, covers more familiar ground, and the next chapter, on mammals, by Bruner-Lorand, presents no great problems for the medical reader. The two final chapters, on intersexuality in man, by Armstrong, and on psychiatric aspects of intersexuality, by Roth and Ball, can be read with profit by any clinician interested in the subject. Altogether a book of high standards of scholarship and one to be recommended. This symposium, held in Glasgow in August 1963, was divided into six sections and comprises a total of 25 contributions from laboratories in various parts of the world.
The selected title appears, at first, to be somewh.at unusual, because the gastrointestinal tract is often considered to be an organ which exists solely for the purpose of absorbing ingested foodstuffs and not one which takes an active part in metabolism. However, papers in Section II -Endogenous Nitrogen of Non-Ruminantsshow that a large proportion of absorbed amino acids are endogenous and are formed by digestion of mucosal cells and digestive enzymes, a fact which emphasizes the importance of the gastrointestinal tract in the overall protein turnover. Catabolism of plasma proteins in the gastrointestinal tract is also discussed.
The more conventional role of the gastrointestinal tract is not ignored and several papers describe experiments on processes of protein digestion and amino acid absorption in the rat, dog, pig, chicken, sheep, cow and man.
A complete section is devoted to ruminant digestion and there is a useful account of the effects of the bacterial flora on proteins and amino acids in the intestinal tracts of several species.
Of direct clinical interest are studies on the Relation of Gastroenteritis to Protein Malnutrition in Infants, Gluten-induced Enteropathy, Gastrointestinal Loss of Protein as a cause of HypoalbuminEemia and two papers on Amino Acid Absorption in Malabsorption States are included.
All papers are followed by interesting discussions and supported by adequate references.
There is a useful general index and despite the wide range of species encompassed by the symposium, it is well worth reading by all those who are interested in research into protein metabolism and disorders of the gastrointestinal tract. This is really a monograph on certain aspects of surgical shock. It is interesting, provoking and a splendid source of references to this field. It opens with an article on the kidney by two Danish workers who review methods of measuring renal function in man, describe the changes found in renal failure, including the morbid anatomy, and conclude that the available data do not support the oft repeated view that renal hypoxia is the cause.
Bull of Birmingham reviews the effects of blood loss, and strpsses that the volume lost is often underestimated. The concluding contribution from Los Angeles reviews a very difficult field: the relationship of liver function to shock. The literature is very well covered but the conclusions are not striking, although they adumbrate the importance of catecholamines in decreasing hepatic blood flow. SELWYN TAYLOR 
